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	 It	 was	 a	 day	 to	 remember	 for	 75	World	
War	 II	 	 veterans	 as	 they	 visited	 their	 Na-
tional	Memorial	in	Washington	D.C.	Oct.	18.	
with	the	Central	Illinois	Honor	Flight.
	 Among	the	veterans	was	Art	Todd	of	Ridge	
Farm.	Art	grew	up	in	Sidell,	graduated	Sidell	
High	School,	Class	of	1941,	and	enlisted	into	
the	Army	from	Sidell,	along	with	his	brother	
Ted,	who	is	now	deceased.
	 Serving	 in	 the	 European	 theatre,	 Art	
served	from	1944	to	1946.
	 The	Central	Illinois	Honor	Flight	was	fly-
ing	 it’s	16th	group	of	veterans	to	Washing-
ton,	but	 it	was	 the	first	group	flying	out	of	
Champaign’s	Willard	airport.
	 Each	Veteran	had	a	guardian	flying	with	
him.	Many	guardians	were	family	members	
–	Art’s	daughter,	Rinda	Maddox	-	accompa-
nied	him.	Some	veterans	and	guardians	had	
never	met	before	the	trip.	The	trip	was	100	
percent	expense	 free	 to	 the	veteran’s.	They	
weren’t	even	allowed	to	buy	their	own	cup	of	
coffee!	Airfare,	meals,	matching	shirts,	jack-
ets	and	hats	were	provided	each	veteran.	
	 Dressed	 in	 Illini	 orange	 polo	 shirts	 and	
blue	jackets,	the	veterans	were	easy	to	spot	
and	 their	 hats	 signified	 to	 all	 those	 seeing	
them	 they	were	WWII	vets.	The	guardians	
wore	white	polo	shirts.
	 Throughout	the	entire	trip	strangers	came	
up	 to	 the	 veterans	 untold	 times	 shaking	
their	hands	or	just	patting	a	shoulder	saying,	
“Thank	you.	Thank	you	 for	 your	 service	 to	
our	country.”	Parents	brought	young	kids	up	
to	 shake	 the	veteran’s	hands.	Many	people	
in	the	crowd	were	in	tears	at	the	sight	of	the	
honored	men	and	women	(two	women	vet-
erans	were	among	the	group).
	 The	group	of	162	left	Willard	at	6:30	a.m.	
and	flew	into	Ronald	Reagan	National	Air-
port	 and	 were	 given	 VIP	 treatment.	 The	
airport	fire	department	shot	water	cannons	
over	the	top	of	the	plane	as	it	taxied	to	the	
gate	–	 a	 symbol	 of	 honor.	 An	 elderly	man	
was	playing	patriotic	songs	on	a	French	horn	
as	the	veterans	came	into	the	terminal.	Peo-
ple	and	employees	throughout	the	terminal	
clapped	and	cheered	as	they	passed	by.
	 The	 group	 split	 into	 three	 busses	 travel-
ling	to	the	sights	on	a	beautiful	fall	day;	72°	
with	brilliant	blue	skies.	The	first	 stop	was	
the	Air	Force	memorial	sitting	high	on	a	hill	
just	 over	 the	 Pentagon.	 The	 plane	 that	 hit	
the	pentagon	on	9-11	flew	right	over	the	spot	
of	the	memorial	as	it	aimed	for	the	famous	

building.	The	part	of	the	building	damaged	
by	the	crash	could	be	seen	as	they	drove	past	
due	to	a	slight	difference	in	the	color	of	stone	
used	to	repair	the	damage.
	 The	next	stop	was	to	see	the	Changing	of	
the	Guard	at	the	Tomb	of	the	Unknown	Sol-
dier	 in	 	 Arlington	 Cemetery.	 The	 veterans	
had	a	front	row	seat	as	the	reverent	ceremo-
ny	took	place.	Afterwards,	the	soldier	going	
off	duty	at	the	tomb,	Sgt.	Skywalker,	quickly	
changed	clothes	and	came	out	just	to	see	the	
Illinois	veterans.	He	told	the	group	he	had	a	
special	interest	in	them	because	he	was	from	
Chicago	and	had	gone	to	school	at	the	U	of	
I.	He	gave	them	one	order–	they	weren’t	to	
leave	until	he	had	shaken	hands	with	every	
one	of	them.	
	 After	a	bus	tour	of	the	beautiful	Arlington	
Cemetery	 there	 was	 a	 stop	 at	 the	 Marine	
Corp	Memorial	 and	 then	 from	 the	bus	 the	
group	got	to	see	the	White	House,	the	Capi-
tal,	Ford’s	Theatre	and	other	national	build-
ings	in	downtown	Washington.
	 The	next	stop	was	the	beautiful	U.S.	Navy	
Memorial	in	the	business	district.	It	was	told	
that	 each	 spring	 when	 the	 fountains	 have	
the	water	turned	back	on	after	winter,	a	con-
tainer	of	water	from	each	of	the	seven	seas	
and	 each	 of	 the	 Great	 Lakes	 are	 added	 to	
the	fountains	so	the	water	of	the	world	flows	
through	them.
	 Finally,	the	goal	of	their	trip!	The	75	WWII	
veterans	were	taken	to	their	memorial	situ-
ated	 between	 the	 Washington	 Monument	
and	the	Lincoln	Museum.	The	large	memo-
rial	was	gorgeous.	A	group	photo	was	taken	
and	 the	 veterans	 had	 a	 couple	 of	 hours	 to	
walk	and	sit;	reflect	and	remember	their	war	
that	was	a	life-time	ago	for	these	veterans.
	 A	last	stop	included	sightseeing	at	the	Viet	
Nam	 Memorial	 Wall,	 the	 Lincoln	 Monu-
ment	and	the	Korean	War	Memorial	before	
heading	back	to	the	airport.
	 The	veterans	were	fed	box	lunches	on	the	
bus	 and	 again	 in	 the	 evening	where	many	
sat	in	the	beautiful	wooded	parks	at	the	last	
stop	 and	 enjoyed	 eating	 out	 as	 a	 beautiful	
day	started	to	fade	away	in	Washington.
	 As	they	Veterans	boarded	the	plane	back	
to	 Illinois	 they	 were	 winding	 down	 and	
thinking	the	highlights	of	their	trip	had	end-
ed;	but	little	did	they	know	there	was	more	
to	come.	As	they	got	comfortable	in	the	air,	
there	 was	 Mail	 Call.	 Just	 like	 during	 the	
War,	a	note	from	home	was	a	special	treat.	
	 The	 veterans’	 names	 were	 shouted	 out	
as	 they	 claimed	 their	packet	of	mail.	Fam-
ily	 and	 friends	 had	 written	 letters	 to	 the	

veterans	thanking	them	for	 their	service	 to	
their	country.	Each	veteran	also	found	some	
“pin	up”	photos	of	 the	popular	movie	stars	
of	 the	 day!	 Along	 with	 letters	 from	 family	
and	 friends,	 several	 schools	 in	 Champaign	
and	Vermilion	Counties	had	students	write	
letters.	Each	letter	was	copied	and	given	to	
each	veteran.	The	envelope	must	have	held	
300	 letters!	 Students	 from	 Jamaica	 had	
written	 letters	 that	 were	 given	 to	 Art	 and	
Jack	Cary	of	Catlin.
	 Mail	call	left	smiles	on	their	tired,	but	hap-
py	faces,	but	the	long	day	still	wasn’t	over!
	 When	the	plane	landed	at	Willard	at	9:30,	
it	taxied	to	the	Flightstar	hanger	where	hun-
dreds	of	people	waited	to	give	them	a	home-
coming	 they	will	 long	 remember.	 Two	 fire	
trucks	 hoisted	 a	 huge	 flag	 from	 the	 top	 of	
their	ladders	that	the	veterans	walked	under	
as	 each	 one	walked	 down	 the	 stairs	 to	 the	
cheers	of	the	crowd.
	 It	 took	 over	 an	 hour	 to	 unload	 the	 vet-
erans	so	each	could	have	 their	own	special	
recognition.	When	the	last	of	the	group	was	
unloaded,	 they	were	 seated	 inside	where	 a	
formal	welcome	was	given	them.	The	party	
had	been	going	on	in	the	hanger	since	7	p.m.	
but	despite	the	cold	rainy	night,	the	crowds	
stayed	to	honor	the	veterans.	There	was	mu-
sic	by	the	Illini	Marching	band	and	singing	
from	Living	Faith	Church	of	each	of	the	mili-
tary	anthems	recognizing	all	military	people	
past	 and	 present	 in	 attendance.	 A	 short	
speech	was	given	before	the	tiring	veterans	
were	given	one	last	applause	for	their	service	
to	 their	 country	 that	 defined	 the	 freedoms	
known	today.
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	 The	Central	Illinois	Honor	Flight	was	
founded	in	2008	to	send	as	many	Central	
Illinois	World	War	II	veterans	as	quickly	
as	possible	to	see	their	memorial.	It	is	all	
funded	by	donations	and	the	Illini	Radio	
Group	 held	 a	 fundraiser	 in	 September	
that	 has	 raised	 enough	money	 to	 send	
three	 groups	 to	 Washington.	 The	 sec-
ond	group	will	go	in	April	and	the	third	
sometime	 next	 summer.	 If	 you	 would	
like	to	nominate	a	veteran	visit	centralil-
linoishonorflight.org.	The	guardians	can	
be	friends	or	family,	but	several	on	this	
trip	met	 their	veteran	 for	 the	first	 time	
two	days	before	the	trip.	Donations	are	
still	accepted	on	their	website.
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